Sample tapping ideas and script
Tapping:  A history

Mortar Board’s tradition of tapping dates back further than the birth of the national organization, beginning as long ago as 1892, when the Der Hexenkreis chapter at Cornell University was founded as a secret society for women.

Then, new members were tapped in the middle of the night.  Members were dressed entirely in black, complete with hoods covering all but their eyes, and surrounded the bed of a selected member.  They awakened her by uttering a Latin invitation in unison, followed by initiation rites. 

When Cornell joined with the University of Michigan, Swarthmore College and The Ohio State University to create Mortar Board, their rich tapping traditions passed on to the other chapters.

Each chapter had its own unique methods and adaptations, which have evolved greatly over the years. Ohio State continued the late-night method well into the 1950s, sending black-robed members by candlelight into the homes of oblivious candidates.  

Many chapters passed physical items to new initiates as a part of their tapping ceremony.  For instance, Florida State University’s members bore torches, presenting them to newly chosen members, while Northern Arizona University chose the less dangerous option of red roses.  

Many chapters continued to hold their tappings in secret, while others opted for public places where all could see.  Some were held during banquets or large meetings, while others were held during classes.  Some schools, such as Indiana University, recognized their new members at both a secret and a public tapping.  

Today, tapping ceremonies vary significantly from one campus to the next.  Most chapters tap members at a public place among peers (such as in a classroom), while some chapters prefer a more personal notification.  As recently as 1996, Cornell University still practiced a version of their traditional tapping ceremony, waking members sometime after midnight and taking them to a special meeting place for fellowship and a brief orientation.  

Some of the most vivid memories alumni have are how they were tapped, illustrating how this meaningful tradition has shaped a century of members, and will continue to create profound memories for many years to come.  
Sample script for classroom tapping:

Hello, I’m Jane Smith, a member of the Gold and Silver chapter of Mortar Board at the University of the State.  Mortar Board is a national college senior honor society whose members are selected for excellence in scholarship, leadership, and service.  I am pleased to announce that a member of your class has been selected for membership in Mortar Board:  Lacey Hamilton.  Lacey is a junior from Lakeland, Wisconsin majoring in chemical engineering.  She is vice president of the Campus Equestrian Club, secretary of Campus Democrats, and a leader in the Chemical Engineering Society.  We wish to tap Lacey into Mortar Board on the basis of her high achievement and dedication to her campus and community.  Please join me in congratulating Lacey on her invitation to be a part of Mortar Board.  Thank you.

Other tapping ideas/tips:

· Purdue University has a tapping song they sing for each new member being tapped.  

· Trying to figure out how to tap a new member who is studying abroad?  Instead of sending them an e-mail, considering uploading a short tapping video to YouTube and asking the new member to watch it.  

· If you are unable to enter a new member’s classroom to tap them, coordinate their tapping for a meeting of another student organization.  Public tapping is a tradition of Mortar Board and is important!
· Each chapter should present the new member being tapped with a “tapping packet” containing all the information they need to know about Mortar Board.  This should include:  orientation information, initiation invitation, chapter history, list of chapter events through the end of the year, and the Member Guide.

· Many chapters choose to present those being tapped with extra congratulatory tokens, including scrolls, flowers, medallions or books.  Get creative to make your chapter’s tapping a memorable experience!

· Dress in cap and gown when tapping new members.  If a gown is unavailable, try to at least wear a cap so you can use it to lightly “tap” the new member on the shoulder.

