Chapter Projects 2006-2007
Albion College

Reading is Leading—Albion College Homecoming Theme 2007

The Cheveron chapter, in cooperation with Albion College, has made “Reading is Leading” the 2007 Homecoming theme. In order to raise donations of books or money to the Albion Public Schools, invitations will be sent out to alumni in the form of children’s books. An alumni and children’s author will hold a conference on literacy along with a teacher literacy specialist. The event will be publicized by the school and local media, with Mortar Board members donating their time before and during Homecoming Week.

University of Arkansas

Helping Others Grow Strong (HOGS)

The Octagon chapter visited two local elementary schools, and brought a big message with them. Through the reading of Olivia by Ian Falconer, the children gained a greater understanding as to what it meant to dream big. An arts and crafts activity followed where the children re-created Olivia in order to remember the story and the moral of it. Afterward, Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister was read to the children. All children participating wrote down their dreams, some of which were to become firefighters, doctors, and even to grow up to be just like the Mortar Board members they had just met.
Carnegie Mellon University

Better Worlds Book Drive

The Eta chapter took a leading role on campus by cosponsoring a Better Worlds textbook drive with the Math Club at CMU. The drive took place at the end of each semester, and involved the entire campus. Better Worlds Books is the largest distributor of books to Africa, and through this Mortar Board chapter’s efforts many textbooks were sent to Africa for educational use.
University of Central Oklahoma

“Reading is Leading” Book Drive

The Bronze Key chapter initiated a book drive to raise books for children attending the President’s Christmas Club Party, which is for the underprivileged. The chapter was able to collect close to 500 books, with extra books being donated to local schools. The entire campus was involved, and organizations competed against each other to donate the most books, with a prize being awarded to the winner. Mortar Board members set up a booth for individual students to donate their books as well. Due to the success of this project, it will now become this chapter’s annual project.
University of Colorado/Boulder, Colorado State, University of Denver, University of Northern Colorado and University of Wyoming

Garden of the Gods Section Project 2006

For the fourth consecutive year, Section 22 chapters have come together to volunteer for this important service project. In order to combat erosion, check dams were built at the Garden of the Gods Park in Colorado Springs. Five of the eight chapters of the section were involved, totaling 35 students, an advisor and the Section Coordinator. The city-owned park receives little public funding, thus the work of volunteers is crucial in maintaining the park’s healthy environmental state. Students traveled many miles to meet together for a good cause, and friendships among chapter members grew.

University of Hawaii

Angel Tree Coin Drive

The Hui Po’okela chapter raised over $500 during a one-week coin drive on their campus. Every penny raised was spent on hand picked Christmas gifts for children on the Salvation Army Angel Tree. The chapter set up a booth in the middle of their campus center and even received publicity in their campus newspaper for their efforts. Other positives included the opportunity for all chapter members to get involved and the virtual lack of cost for the chapter to run the coin drive.
Hood College

Safe Harvest

Mortar Board members took a leading role in this annual fall festival by decorating the campus commons, providing snacks and drinks, and working to involve all campus organizations. Members reached out to other campus organizations, and this effort resulted in several clubs hosting activity stations for the children. Approximately 250 local children and their families attended the event, and many were led by Mortar Board members through the dorms for trick-or-treating. The cost to Mortar Board was less than $100, and the community involvement made this project a great success.
Hope College

Alumni Homecoming Book Drive

The Alcor chapter combined community service, alumni involvement, and “Reading is Leading” into this project. This annual event takes place at the homecoming weekend football game. A table is set up at the stadium entrance for people to donate their books. Two weeks prior to this, letters were sent out to alumni to inform them of the project and how they could help. In all, 350 books were donated to a local elementary and high school that were in dire need of books for their libraries.
Calendar Sale

This fundraiser was a brand new idea from this past year’s chapter, and was a great success. Mortar Board members took pictures of the campus and ultimately the best twelve were chosen to be part of the calendar. Working with a professional company, 500 calendars were ordered for a total of $2000. Chapter members worked hard to sell at least ten calendars each, and in the end a $2000 profit was made. Letters were sent out to all alumni alerting them of the fundraiser; in fact many of the calendars were purchased by alumni in order to support the current chapter.
Relay for Life
For the second year in a row, Mortar Board raised the most funds of any group on campus to support Hope College’s Relay for Life. Funds were donated personally by members as well as solicited from local businesses. 32 out of the 35 chapter members participated, either by participating in the walk or by decorating luminaries. Chapter advisor and cancer survivor, Dr. Dianne Portfleet, gave a moving speech at the event. The $8,000 Mortar Board raised not only showed the chapter’s dedication to service and the community, but also made a great impact for breast cancer research.
Tanzanian Scholarship Project
Through various fundraising efforts, this chapter has been able to fund the college careers of five Tanzanian students. All five students are taking classes in Tanzania, and one, Fatihiya Mwangelo, is at the top of her class. Not only do Mortar Board members support these students financially, they correspond by writing motivational letters to them. In what chapter members cite as the greatest joy of this project, the Tanzanian students write them inspirational and moving letters thanking Mortar Board for their love and support.

“Wearing of the Blue” Breakfast
An annual tradition in its 19th year of existence, this breakfast is a great opportunity to promote Mortar Board to underclassmen. Freshmen and sophomores who have made the Dean’s list are invited to a brunch to honor their achievements and to hear an inspirational message from a faculty member. This year, over 100 students attended. The cost of food was covered as part of the students’ meal plans, and other costs were covered by the Provost. The chapter benefited from this event in having its greatest number of applicants this year.
Kent State University

Book Drive for Canton Arts Academy

The Laurels chapter jumped at the opportunity to do a special project to benefit gifted children by conducting a book drive. The timing of the project allowed both outgoing and incoming chapter members to work together in soliciting donations from businesses and libraries and donating books themselves. Additionally, at this time outgoing and incoming members discussed areas for improvement and goals for the chapter. In the end, over 350 books were donated to the Academy, and the project allowed for a strong chapter transition. 
Faculty Appreciation Brunch

This year’s annual brunch saw attendance numbers double, and the quality of the event was as high as ever. Each chapter member has the opportunity to recognize a faculty member that had a meaningful impact on their academic career. This year’s brunch was attended by 13 faculty guests, 17 members, and 2 faculty advisors. Each member presented their guest with a certificate of appreciation and Mortar Board coffee mug filled with treats. Members who could not attend helped by making invitations as well as thank you cards which included a memento photograph.
Giving Tree for King Kennedy

This project was one of only six student organization service efforts mentioned by the Kent State University president at his annual Bowman Breakfast address. Members volunteered a collective 180 hours to table on campus and collect donations. All donations were used to purchase gifts wished for by underprivileged children at the King Kennedy Community Center. Volunteers wrapped, sorted, and tagged the gifts, and handed a gift to every single child at the center.
University of Nebraska at Kearney
A Book for All Seasons

The Xi Phi chapter took on a year-long project; spanning from mid-September to the end of April. Activities were conducted on two Saturdays each month at the newly renovated downtown Children’s Museum. Mortar Board members would read a book appropriate for the season to children at the museum. After the reading, activities and games were planned based upon the book. These sessions lasted approximately two hours each, and usually were attended by 20-25 children. All 26 chapter members participated at some point, as well as several alumni, who attended with their children.
A Book of My Own

Partnering with The Kearney Department of Health and Human Services, the chapter provided activities for local foster children on a weekly basis. Each member volunteered at least twice a month, and got to know the children quite well. The chapter worked with alumni and others to raise money to purchase a new, hardback book for 52 foster children. Each book was specially chosen to reflect something in the personality each of the children. The inside front cover of each book was affixed with a personalized label that the chapter created. Finally, the foster children could own a special book of their own.

Faculty Appreciation Dinner

All 26 members invited a special faculty member each to “A Night in Italy.” The theme of the evening was carried out by the decorations, music and food. Each faculty member was chosen because of their positive impact on a chapter member’s education, and was given anonymous invitations. Each student wrote a poem of introduction for their faculty guest in calligraphy, and this poem was given as a gift in addition to a framed picture. In previous years the event was done as an early morning breakfast and did not have steady attendance, but this year’s change to a dinner aided in improving the event.

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
People Who Inspire Celebration

The Black Masque chapter held an inspiring event, where each of the 20 chapter members invited a special faculty guest to a banquet. At the banquet, each member spoke about how their faculty guest impacted them and their college career. The total cost was $800, and was funded by the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, Dr. Franco, one of the chapter advisors.

University of North Dakota

27th Annual Turkey Basket Drive

The Quo Vadis chapter was recognized by the Memorial Union and Center for Student Involvement and Leadership as the 2007 Outstanding Student Organization, out of 230 student organizations on campus. This award was earned in large part due to the Turkey Basket Drive. Letters were sent to over 900 businesses in request of donations. In addition, members worked with other student organizations and non-profit agencies to help families register to receive a basket. Over $10,000 was raised and over 700 families received a turkey basket. 
University of Northern Colorado
Alumni Reception

This chapter made a great step towards strong and continual alumni involvement through this event. A list of 150 alumni living in the local area was given to the chapter by the National Office. They were invited for a reception with current and newly selected Mortar Board members. Each member was asked to share about tapping, selection and fun traditions from their chapters. The only costs were food and drinks, and the alumni were grateful for the opportunity to reconnect with their peers.
Trick or Treat for Books

This was the first year for this project, but because of its success it will become an annual one for the Golden Key chapter. Two weeks before Halloween, chapter members put flyers up on houses in the neighborhoods surrounding campus, giving residents one week to collect books to donate. There was no cost for this project, but the community response was high. The books were donated to the Greeley Hospital and a local shelter for women.
Oklahoma State University

Get On Board Week

Oklahoma State University students were handed free candy and informational fliers by Mortar Board members during Get On Board Week. Small boxes of Junior Mints read, “You were ‘mint’ to be in Mortar Board.” 1,000 red lollipops with “I love Mortar Board” were also handed out. The first two days of tabling had to be done outdoors in the freezing rain and snow. Due to their dedication, this chapter saw new member and scholarship application numbers much higher than in previous years.
Wizard of Oz Book Drive and Reading

The Achafoa chapter created a new project this year, starting with a Wizard of Oz book drive. Boxes placed around the campus netted 200 donated books. Then the event was advertised at local elementary schools. Chapter members dressed up as Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin Man and Glenda. The event included a story circle, a Wizard of Oz snack table and an arts and crafts table where children colored Wizard of Oz bookmarks. 
Purdue University

Leave Your Legacy…Embrace the Challenge Leadership Conference

In a year where the Barbara Cook chapter celebrated its 80th anniversary, their leadership conference at Purdue was exceptional. Taking eight months to plan, close to four hundred student leaders attended the conference. The conference featured 18 unique breakout sessions and 3 keynote speakers. Each chapter member had a specific schedule and list of duties to perform during the conference, which undoubtedly led to the day-long conference running as smoothly as it did. Students filled out evaluations for the breakout sessions, and this information will be used to make improvements for next year.
Reading Extravaganza
Reading is Leading was the overriding theme of this chapter’s day-long Reading Extravaganza. 500 local second graders were read to by 50 local celebrities, including the mayor of West Lafayette, a news reporter, service men and women, and Purdue athletes and faculty. Prior to the event, books were collected and donated to a local community center. Lunch was provided to the children, along with pencils and bookmarks to remember the day. Featured readers read to the entire group, which was then split up and read to in smaller groups. The event was the feature story in the community section of the local paper.
University of San Diego

Poster Calendar

The Alcala chapter created and sold 2007 poster calendars to fundraise for the STRIVE Scholarship fund. The fund is used to provide two $500 scholarships to outstanding graduating seniors at a public high school in a nearby low-income area. Available in the USD Bookstore, the poster calendars were sold by chapter members to students, campus staff, alumni and relatives. The poster calendar was created to replace the more expensive wall calendars that the chapter had sold in previous years. Additionally, chapter members signed a poster calendar and sent it to Virginia Tech MB members after the tragedy there.
San Diego State University
Alumni Relations

The Cap and Gown chapter put forth great effort this past year in connecting to and working with local alumni. The active/alumni relations chair attends all alumni board meetings and acts as a liaison between the two. 30 chapter members attended the Alumni Luncheon as guests, receiving a total of $8000 in scholarships. Additionally, alumni were invited to participate in the chapter’s initiation ceremony. All of these efforts brought actives and alumni closer together and improved the quality of the chapter.

Backpack Stuffing

In cooperation with the USD chapter, the 6th year of Reading is Leading backpack stuffing was a great success. School supplies were put in backpacks and donated to a low-income middle school in the San Diego area and an orphanage in Mexico. Donations were secured from the SDSU Alumni Office and the USD bookstore. A backpack stuffing party was organized so that everyone involved could get to know each other. At lunch, themed tables allowed those with similar interests, in areas such as business and nursing, to get to know each other.
Daily Planner and Calendar of Events

This chapter was once again able to sell all 10,000 Mortar Board daily planners this year. Chapter members gain information and make suggestions for improvements to the planner. The SDSU bookstore is responsible for producing and selling the planners, with chapter members helping to market it. The planner is marketed at orientations and given to student mentors residence halls, many of whom now require the purchase of the planners. The chapter makes $1.50 for each planner sold, and plans to order 12,500 for next year.
Emeritus Faculty and Staff Outstanding Service Awards Ceremony and Brunch

This special ceremony to honor retired faculty who gave generously of themselves to the university occurred for the 21st year in a row. There were two honorees this year, each being memorialized through the placement of a bronze plaque at the base of a campus tree. With all attendees paying for their brunch, the event is self supporting. Over 160 people attended this year, including the president of the university. All chapter members helped by either planning the event or serving as hosts and hostesses, all dressed in caps and gowns.

Faculty/Staff Appreciation Dinner

The 17th annual Appreciation Dinner honored faculty who made significant contributions to the education of current chapter members. A new feature was added to the event this year. Chapter members were invited to submit an essay describing a pre-college teacher who a great impact on their life and were influential in instilling them with the ideals of Mortar Board. The names of the recipients will be placed on a plaque displayed in the SDSU Honors Council room. 
“Pennies for Peace”
Inspired by the book Three Cups of Tea and the Central Asia Institute, this chapter initiated a campus-wide penny drive. The donations would go to supporting a school in the poorest regions of Pakistan or Afghanistan. Containers were placed around campus so that all students could have a chance to donate their pennies and make a difference. Additionally, over 100 student organizations were contacted, and several held their own drives in order to support the project. To date, over 100,000 pennies have been donated.
University of South Alabama

Book Drive

The Gold Key chapter did a wonderful job in coordinating their book drive and finding deserving places in which to distribute their books. Flyers were distributed to neighborhoods around campus, and on Halloween, all 40 members and the advisor picked up donations. A table was set up in a local mall for the purpose of collecting books and monetary donations as well. Some of the nearly 1200 collected books were delivered to a local elementary school in an underprivileged neighborhood. Others were given out at the Boys and Girls Club as part of a party for the children there. Books were also handed out at the Christmas Party at the St. Mary’s Home for abused children, where chapter members tutor on a regular basis.

University of South Florida

Gasparilla Fundraising Event

Eight chapter members participated in the local city parade by selling concession items and handing out balloons to children. They were able to promote Mortar Board’s name by displaying their sponsorships of literacy events in the community. These projects included the annual Story Book Forest event, the new Reach out and Read event as well as the National Read Across America Day.
Gasparilla Service Event

This project was planned by all the members of the Anthenaeum chapter and attended by ten members. Approximately 80 children in grades one through five participated in the event. These children were encouraged to read and were given free books at the event. Prizes and gift cards were also given to children who displayed their favorite books in an artwork contest. 
William Jewell College
ChessMates

Partnering with Students in Free Enterprise and Liberty Public Schools, the Panaegis chapter kicked off a beneficial chess program for youth. Half of the chapter members were involved in this project, mentoring at least one fourth or fifth grader at least once a week on the game of chess. A spring tournament was organized, with over 100 people in attendance. Using analytical tests it was determined that the children had an increase in attention span as well as improved reasoning skills. Chapter members volunteered beyond the minimum number of hours, and the program will be continued into next year.
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
“Cooks and Books” After School Enrichment Class

The Gold Caps took an inventive approach to Reading is Leading this year at Lakeshore Elementary school. Chapter members volunteered to mentor elementary students through food-based education. Books with food themes were read to the children and then recipes were handed out. The children helped each other to cook or bake and found the experience enriching, fun and delicious. Chapter members could form bonds with the children and gain valuable experience. These sessions were about an hour and a half, four days a week for two separate four-week periods.
University of Wyoming
Open School Playground Equipment Painting

In late spring the Cap and Gown chapter volunteered to make important improvements for a local school’s playground equipment. A fundraiser allowed the chapter to purchase paint and stain for the project. 20 chapter members, some outgoing and some incoming, worked together on this project, which was well received by the children at the school. It was a great opportunity to make a difference for children, as well as easing the transition of members from one year to the next.
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